
     Starting this winter, the Children’s Room at the Woodward Memorial Library will transform, 

creating a more stimulating and inviting atmosphere for children and parents.  A six-to-eight 

week renovation will create a space for play for preschoolers and elementary aged children as 

well as cozy spots for parents and children to read. The room will be more colorful and child-

friendly, and include interactive play spaces where kids can create, invent and learn – nurturing 

children’s development while promoting use of the library and of reading.  

     Since the Woodward Memorial Library was built in 1930, the elementary library has been 

housed in the basement of the building.  The new elementary school media center, opening in 

early 2017, will move the students into the school building.  For the first time in its history, the 

Woodward Memorial Library will operate strictly as a public library.  This is a win-win endeavor 

for both institutions: it will allow the public library to expand its children’s program in exciting 

and innovative ways and allow Wolcott Street School to offer a secure library environment 

within its doors.   

     Construction will begin early in 2017 and the Children’s Room will be closed until the project 

is finished.  New carpet tile flooring, improved lighting, window shade treatments, and 

modifications to the story/activity room are all part of the project.  The project will also consist 

of removing wall trim, patching and painting.  The room will be outfitted with furniture, 

shelving and seating for children and adults.   

     The Children’s Room renovation will improve library services and also carve out space for 

educational, interactive play.  “Play is essential to development because it contributes to the 

cognitive, physical, social, and emotional well-being of children and youth,” says the American 

Academy of Pediatrics.  Open-ended activities will engage a variety of age groups and 

encourage adult-child interaction.   

     The large, open space of the Children’s Room will be divided into smaller areas to make a 

cozier atmosphere and to provide activities for children of all ages.  Comfortable furniture, 

stacks of books and toys, a puppet theater and a variety of experience-based learning materials 

designed to stimulate young minds will be added.  Lego and train discovery tables, as well as 

interactive wall activity centers are part of the plan.  A program/activity room for young readers 



will be extra-special with chairs and tables for art and craft programs, as well as a new space for 

story times. 

     During construction, the preschool room on the main floor will remain open and some 

materials for elementary age children will be relocated to this room.  Children’s programming 

and events will continue, but they will be somewhat limited due to the reduction in space.  The 

project’s cost will be funded by private donations, grants and capital reserves, with no 

additional burden placed on the taxpayer. 

    The Children’s Library will be filled with opportunities for children to read, create, play, 

explore, and learn together.  Our hope is that the Children’s Room will become a destination 

that kids and their caregivers or parents visit frequently. 

 


